They tamed the photon: early days of radiation dosimetry.
This article is a tribute to the many physicists who tamed the photon in the service of mankind. Many received Nobel Prizes and other high awards. Several have units named after them. Some invented the equipment we use. Some sacrificed their lives before the hazards and benefits of radiation were fully understood. I discuss the progress over 120 years, both theoretical and technical, in the development of radiation protection regulations based on quantitative measurements and a consistent set of units, the gray and sievert. It is an expanded version of a recent talk I gave at the ISHRAD (International Society for the History of Radiology) meeting in Würzburg which commemorated the 120th anniversary of the discovery of X-rays by Wilhelm Conrad Rōntgen.